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Toe GENERAL KNOWLEDGE EXAMINATION. 


Continuing our notice of the last quarterly meet- 
ing of Council we come to a proposal by Prof. 
Mettam that the R.C.V.S. should institute a special 
matriculation examination of its own. If indepen- 
dence and originality were the chief features of an 
entrance examination we should vote for a test of 
our own. We should relegate Latin and Greek to 
the optional subjects, leave out Euclid and require a 
wider knowledge of history and geography. Possi- 
bly we might insist upon the necessity of candidates 
possessing a legible handwriting. There are other 
reasons for an entrance examination. Men are like 


sheep, and follow each other. Social position 
requires conventionalities and fashions. We must 


obey these and mould ourselves as much like other 
callings us possible. A liberal education is supposed 
to be what is given at the public schools, and the 
inedical profession have adopted a standard in 
accordance with public school teaching. We must 
follow, and be able to say that our men are required 
to pass an examination such as would be accepted 
by the General Medical Council. This standard 
accepts the educational certificates of some 90 teach- 
Ing bodies, and we may well be content with these 
unless we desire to encourage independence and 
diversity of training. Every now and then a candi- 
date presents to the R.C.V.S. and to the General 
Medical Council a certificate not included in the 
schedule but distinctly of higher grade than many 
of those accepted. In this case the G.M.C. hands 
the certificate to a committee who may accept it. 
Quite otherwise is the action of the R.C.V.S. whose 
bye-laws compel them to reject it unless the owner 
takes it to the G.M.C. and gets it passed—then we 
follow suit. Our new regulations will compel rejec- 
tion of such certificates unless a clause is added 


one power to the Council to accept. Such a 
peng would undoubtedly cause a lot of work for 
the because many certificates not in 
wae “v0 would be presented—or might be. The 
bee cil decided by 17 to 4 not to establish an 
Mination of their own. 


oF EXAMINATION.” 


Pn censors McCall and Williams made another 
Pt to pursuade the Council to hold examina- 


tions in Glasgow and Liverpool. On a point of 
order the long conversation which took place ended 
in notice being given to bring the subject up again 
at a future meeting. The Charters provide for 
examinations in England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
and the Council have the power to fix the times 
and places. Considerable expense attends an exam- 
ination, and the best arrangement for the Council 
would be to have them twice a year at a central 
place to which all candidates should come. To. 
such a suggestion, of course, all five schools would 
object. 


Bursary AND PriIzE EXAMINERS. 


Notice of motion was given—“ That the examiners 
for the Walley Memorial and the Jubilee Bursary 
prizes (except for French or German) shall be 
gentlemen appointed to examine on the same sub- 
jects at the Membership Examination of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons,” Now the Mem- 
bership examiners are appointed for three years and 
are remunerated for their services. The examiners 
for the special prizes are not paid—by special reso- 
lution of Council—and it is possible that some of 
them might decline the gratuitous honour. Any- 
how, why except the French and German? There 
are men on the Board who would undertake those 
snhjects at the same price as the others and thus 
keep it all in the family. 


KNOWLEDGE OF Horsks. 


One of the most readable and interesting books 

on the South African Campaign is “A Doctor in 
Kharki.” The author was a Civil Surgeon, and he 
described his work and surroundings with a frank- 
ness that got him into trouble. This, ‘however, is 
not our reason for referring to the book. Like 
nearly all medical men he assumes that he is ex- 
pected to know something if not of horses at any 
rate of their ailments. On page 307 occurs this 
paragraph—“ Had my first experience of horse- 
dealing the other day and escaped unsinged. A 
butcher in the Blues who asked leave to come with 
me picked up on the veld, I believe for nothing, a 
fine young white gelding with a good dash of the 
Arab in him I offered £10 and should 
have had him but for Grech, who on ourarrival in 
camp felt a splint in the near fore leg..... A 
clever scoundrel, it appears, can do a wonderful 
trade these days in discarded horse flesh.” 
To this is appended a foot note explaining what 
a splint is—‘An exostosis, which interferes in 
time with the tendons and causes a teno-synovitis.” 
This is funnier than the author knew. His 
friend Grech probabiy spoiled a real good deal. 
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“ Careful observation makes a skilful practitioner but 
his skill dies with him. By recording his observations 
he adds to the knowledge of his profession, and assists by 
his facts in building up the solid edifice of Pathological 
Science.” 


AVIAN PATHOLOGY. 


The diseases of birds are not only of great in- 
terest from a scientific, but also a practical point of 
view and, as poultry form part of our food supply, 
should by no means be neglected. In Italy, France, 
Germany, America, etc., the State devotes some 
attention to this matter, but in Great Britain it is, 
I believe, left like nearly everything else, to private 
enterprise, and the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, beyond issuing now and again a com- 
piled leaflet, does nothing to foster the study of 
avian pathology, but complacently looks on while 
# great number of poultry farms are decimated by 
epizodtics and the owner in consequence ruined. 
Every year millions of eggs and an enormous 
amount of dead poultry and game are imported 
into Great Britain, and it seems, notwithstanding 
this, and the thousands of acres of land out of 
cultivation, the State does not think it advisable 
to cultivate this industry. If it pays the foreigner 
to breed and rear poultry surely one would think it 
would pay the Briton ? 

From what one knows of the poultry industry 
already existing in our midst it seems incompre- 
hensible that none of our profession, with one ex- 
ception, has given any attention to the diseases of 

this class of animal. 

However, one is lead to believe if a few young 
veterinary surgeons* were to devote some little 
time to the scientific and practical study of the 
pathology and therapeutics of the diseases of 
poultry, game and fish they would in time be sought 
after to give advice on these matters; as things now 
stand the public prefer to consult a practical poultry 
breeder, gamekeeper, or naturalist with no training 
in pathology or clinique. Furthermore, perhaps 


when the present advisers on such matters in|~— 


sporting and live stock journals have died out or 
retired, veterinary surgeons with special knowledge, 
scientific, and practical, would be welcomed on the 
staff. Finally, the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries 
might employ them with profit. 

There are several works in the English language 
on the Diseases of poultry. First of all comes that 
of Mr. John Woodroffe Hill, F.R.C.V.S., written 
many years ago and is still published, I believe, by 
the Fur and Feather Office. Another comes from 
the pen of that able, scientific, and practical veteri- 
nary surgeon, Dr. D. E. Salmon, D.V.M., chief of 
that gigantic and well = Bureau of Animal 
Industry in the U.S.A. Then there are many from 
practical poultry breeders such as Cooke, Vale, 


_ * By the study of Avian Pathology Pasteur revolution- 
ised medical thought and practice. Metchnikoff has done 
also good work in this direction. Unfortunately, neither 
of them received medical training. The Board of Agricul- 
ture is advised in the compilation of pamphlets, by an 
agricultural science teacher. 


Wright, and others ; and on pheasants, a chapter is 
devoted to their diseases, in Tegetmeier’s work on 
“Pheasants.” On the diseases of cage birds there 
are two little books, one by Dr. Greene, and another 
by Dr. Karl Russ. 

In the French language the Bacterial Diseases are 
fully treated upon in Nocard and Leclainche’s Les 
Maladies Microbiennes, and on Avian Diphtheria— 
included by Nocard in the group of Pasteurelloses 
—and its vaccination by M. C. Guérin, V.S., at- 
tached to the Lille Pasteur Institute, and Avian 
Plague or typhus, due to an _ultra-microscopic 
micro-organism, which passes through the filter, 
reference may be made to the pages of the Recuetl 
de Médecine Vétérinaire of 1902-3-4. 

Two other works, than those mentioned in your 
pages last week, are well worth perusing. They 
are by the veteran Pierre Mégnin, who for thirty or 
more years has done so much for Parasitology. The 
first entitled: ‘“ Elévage, Hygiéne et Maladies du 
Gibier a Poils et du Gibier ad Plumes.” Price 4 
francs.; the other: “La Médecine des Oiseauz, 
causes, nature, et traitement de leurs Maladies.” 
Price 6 francs 50c. 

Respecting the Trypanosomiases of birds, these 
will be found amply discussed in Laveran and 
Mésnils Les Trypanosomes et Trypanosomiases. 

In the German language the only one I know of 
is by Zirn, Die Krankheiten des Hausegefliigels. 

Although the few above mentioned works may 
act as a guide to the would-be student of avian 
pathology, the best book is that derived from the 
study of the healthy or diseased, living or dead, 
animal. The knowledge gained through the eye t 
the mind is better and more lasting than that 
derived from the mind to the eye. 

If our veterinary schools could induce poultry 
breeders to send them diseased living and de 
birds for their students to observe and study, ID 
stead of sending them to newspaper advisers who 
may perhaps cast them into the dustbin without 
examination, a great deal of knowledge would be 
obtained for the future benefit of the pre 4 


Nores oN Cases oF DIsSTEMPER AND THB 
USE OF PHISALIX VACCINE. 


On August 26th, 1902, I vaccinated a retriever 
puppy about three months old with 3 c.c. First var 
cine. In three days time there was a swelling” 
the flank as large as a pigeon’s egg, in six days * 
rather characteristic eczema developed, and there 
was a slight discharge from the eyes. sania 

At the same time four other puppies were a 
lated—three foxhounds and one fox-terrier. 
these puppies showed the swellings varying ne 
bean to a pigeon’segg. Ten days later they rece!" 
the Second vaccine, and this again took, but none 
the swellings were larger than a bean. P 

Since that date I have vaccinated six more P i 
pies, three of which had no reaction, two h vo 
a slight thickening, spread over an area [he | 
of a shilling, and one had a swelling the 


of a large bean with the first inoculation. 
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. I gave up taking the temperatures as I failed to 
perceive any change. 

On January 20th was called to the retriever and 
found him with a temperature of 105 3-5ths. I pre- 
scribed for him, and he improved slightly but did 
not recover his usual health, and a week later the 
fever returned. He commenced to run at the eyes 
and nose, and coughed slightly in the mornings. I 
think most veterinary surgeons would, without hesi- 
tation, have pronounced it a fairly bad attack of 
distemper. I think this dog would have had a very 
bad attack if he had not been kept in the warm and 
carefully nursed from the time the first symptoms 
appeared. He had every chance, and must have 
taken the disease in a perfectly natural manner. 

On May 25th, 1903, I inoculated anotherretriever 
pup about the same age for the same owner, and on 

une 3rd with the Second vaccine, and on both 
occasions there was a swelling the size of a pigeon’s 
egg, the vaccine appearing to have taken well in 
each case. 

On October 13th I was called to see this dog. He 
was suffering from diarrhoea with a discharge from 
the eyes. He gradually got worse, the discharge 
from the eyes and nose increased, and the tempera- 
ture rose. Blood appeared with the feces, and 
in spite of the dog being kept in a hot box in which 
the temperature never fell below 55° F. he developed 
pneumonia as well, and for several days in spite of 
the best nursing and attention it was doubtful 
whether he would recover. I considered that he 
suffered from a very severe attack of distemper. 

_Another fox-terrier inoculated about the same 
time with First and Second vaccines and reacting 
well to both, developed distemper in about four 


months time. 
ARNOLD Spicer, F.R.C.V.S. 


Royal College ot 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL.* 
(Continued from p. 448.) 


Motion By Pror. METTAM. 


at. Merram in moving, “That this Council appoint 
& Vominittee to consider the necessity of establishing an 
amination of its own in general knowledge,” said : 
on » I do not wish to detain the Council more than a 
Ata recent meeting of Council, on 
in fut of Prof. M’Fadyean, the Council determined that 
tion ah” after August, 1906, the preliminary examina- 
Seat on the preliminary examination of the 
it sa by edical Council. It struck me, and probably 
what f other members of Council, that it is some- 
own pete anomaly that we as a profession had not our 
to sa hee examination. Ithink I can go so far as 
eatrens at we are the only profession which has not an 

ound examination of its own; and I think it would 
Prelimin more to the credit of the profession if we had a 
acce ted P, examination of our own which would be 

P y other examining bodies as sufficient for 


* The copyright of this report is registered 


their requirements, rather than that we should homolo- 
gate the requirements of a certain body and say that it 
is sufficient for us. Since I have been a member of 
the Examination Committee, one thing has struck me as 
being a defect that should be remedied without delay, 
and it is this. Supposing that a student sends a certifi- 
cate up to the Examination Committee which is not in- 
cluded in the schedule of the General Medical Council, 
though we may know that is far and beyond our re- 
quirements we are not able to accept that certificate 
unless the student goes to the General Medical Council 
and asks them if they will register him, or if the certifi- 
cate will entitle him to be registered as a medical stu- 
dent. Such a case has come to the knowledge of most 
members of the Committee. For instance, at the very 
last meeting—I do not mean the one held yesterday, but 
the one held before the last Counci! meeting in October, 
there was a student who produced a certificate of the 
Civil Service Commissioners for a commission in the 
Army. He got far and away above the marks that 
were veauionll for entrance into the Army ; he had a lot 
of subjects over and beyond what were required. The 
certificate was manifestly far beyond what we required, 
but we were unable to accept it; and it was only in 
November that that intending student got to know that 
the General Medical Council would accept it, and they 
accepted it without any delay whatever. We, on the 
other hand, were unable to say that, although we know 
it isa sufficient certificate which is beyond what we 
require. There is a case where an injustice might be 
done where we have no free option in the matter. 
Similar cases have occurred. remember where a 
certificate was sent to the Examination Committee by a 
student, a certificate which he obtained in the Univer- 
sity of Malta. It was not included in the schedules of 
the General Medical Council, but the Principal of the 
School was able to produce documentary evidence that 
the certificate had been accepted by the General Medical 
Council, and consequently we could then accept it. But 
I maintain that such a condition is an anomaly—that 

we, should not be able on our own account to say 
whether an intending veterinary student can exhibit to 

us sufficient evidence of having passed a thorough ex- 

amination in general knowledge. Therefore, sir, I pro- 

pose that this Council appoint a Committee to consider 

this question of establishing our own general kuow ledge 
examination. Itis not likely to cost this Council any- 

thing. Theduties may be assigned to any of the edu- 

cating or examining bodies in the country. All that we 
have to do is to draw up our own syllabus and insist 

on that syllabus which we determine being carried ont; 

and I do not doubt that if the standard of the examina- 

tion is made along the level that Prof. M’Fadyean indi- 

cated at the last meeting of Council other bodies will 

accept the veterinary certificate in lieu of their own. 

Mr. Wrace : I have much pleasure in seconding the 
proposition. 

Prof. M’Fapyrean: I think, sir, before we vote on 
this motion it would be well to obtain a little informa- 
tion from Prof. Mettam. I admit that there is a great 
deal of force in what he said, and in particular I agree 
with him that it appears to be undesirable, if it is a 
fact, that we have under our own regulations to refuse 
educational certificates that we know to be of higher 
grade than those included in our list ; but Prof. Mettam 
did not succeed in explaining to me, at any rate, how 
that difficulty was to be got over by adopting the 
resolution ot which he has given notice. That is 
recisely the point upon which I want information. 
oes Prof, Mettam propose that we should agree to 
insist upon one examination conducted by ourselves, 
and refuse not only the higher certificate to which he 
referred but all these 50 or 60 that we at present 


accept 
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Prof. Mettam: No. 

Prof. McFapyEAN : Then you merely propose that we 
add to the existing 89 or 90 a 91st ? 

Prof. MerraMm : The meaning of my resolution is quite 
patent ; it is :—“ That this Council appoint a Committee 
to consider the necessity of establishing an examination 
of its own in general knowledge.” 

Prof. M’FapyEean: But what is an examination of 

our own in general knowledge? The General Medical 
Council, which is an analagous body, has not a general 
education examination of its own. It has taken 91 
examinations, conducted by different examining bodies, 
and accepted them as sufficient for their purpose, now 
surely if those are sufficient for their = ose, they 
ought to be sufficient for our purpose. We sass dele- 
ted all reference to the General Medical Council what- 
soever. Our existing regulations say that the student 
must submit evidence of casket passed one of the list of 
examinations. It is true that the list agrees, or did 
agree three months ago, with the list of educational 
certificates accepted by the General Medical Conncil, 
but it is perfectly ‘open to this Council to add to that 
list or take away from it just as they please; and | 
should say that the remedy is not to propose that we 
have a 92nd examination added to the list of 91, but 
that if it commends itself to the wisdom of the Council 
to pass a resolution, adding to the bye-law governing 
the subject, saying “ or any certificate which the Council 
considers sufficient for the purpose.” But I think there 
is considerable danger in doing that. It appears to me 
that it would be a desirable thing in a sense, in that it 
would enable us to accept certain certificates that we 
have to refuse, although there can be no donbt whatever 
that those certificates are of a higher grade than some 
we accept * but, on the other hand, it would also permit 
students to be constantly sending up to us for considera- 
tion certificates that are not on our list and are very 
possibly, or even probably, of a lower grade than those 
we accept. While there may be no objection, as far as I 
can see, to remitting this to a special committee, [I think 
the question would require most careful consideration 
before we begin to alter the bye-law at which we arrived 
three months ago. 

Mr. Stmpson : I should like to be clear upon the point. 
I was about to rise when Prof. M’Fadyean did to ask this 
question. Is it in the mind of Prof. Mettam to sweep 
away the whole schedule of educational bodies as men- 
tioned in our Bye-laws and establish for ourselves an 
examination of our own. 

Prof. PeNBERTHY : Before Prof. Mettam rises to reply, 
I should like to ask him if he can explain to us how the 
alteration brought about by the passing of his Bye-law 
would enable the gentleman of Malta, who obtained 
the Maltese degree, to become a student of veterinary 
medicine. 

Prof. Merram: What I wished to convey to the Coun- 
cil (though I am afraid I did it very inadequately) was 
this, that we should make our own standard on the lines 
indicated by Prof. M’Fadyean at the last meeting, but 
let us have our own examination, an examination of our 
own, which we call a veterinary examination. I would 
have all the certificates included in the Schedule as being 
qu'te sufficient ; we could homologate this Schedule ; we 
could even add other certificates that we know are of 
equal value to those in the Schedule, but let us hold our 
own examinations. Why should we go to other examin- 
ing people ? 

Prof. M’FapyEaNn : What is your reason for doing so? 

Prof. Merram : Because I maintain that veterinary 
students are equal to medical students, because they 
have to pass the same examination. We claim that our 
students have to pass an examination which is accepted 
by the medical profession as suitable for their require- 
ments. If you make it suiticiently high they would 
accept it. As regards this preliminary examination of 


the General Medical Council, they do take a profound 
interest in these examinations ; they even go the length 
of sending round their own visitors to see that the 
examination is carried out on the standard which they 
have determined. It is not so long ago since they gave 
notice to two examining bodies that if the examination 
was not raised to the standard of the Council they would 
strike them off their list. I think we should have our 
own examination, and we should have our own list. 

Mr. Stmpson : We should still have to go to some of 
these educational bodies ? 

Mr. Banuam: I should like to ask how this certificate 
was accepted by the General Medical Council, if they 
only accept the ninety mentioned in their list. 

Prof. Metram : It is determined by the Committee on 
General Education. The certificate is submitted to 
them, and they consider it on its merits. 

Mr. Bannam: They do not bind themselves ? 

oo Barrett: We might modify the bye-law to cover 
that. 

Prof. Witt1aMs: I would point out to the Council 
that, at the present time, we have an examination for 
veterinary students which is called the Educational 
Institute of Scotland, which is our recognised examina- 
tion, and if we desire to obtain any alteration in the 
syllabus of that examination, it is simply a — for 
this Council to write to the Educational Institute of 
Scotland and request them to introduce or delete any of 
the subjects that are in the syllabus. ; 

The Prestpent: I am afraid the meeting is falling 
into a rather disorderly mood, and I must ask all mem- 
bers who wish to speak to address the chair. If there 
is no amendme:.t to the proposition, I think the time !s 
almost ripe for putting it tothe meeting. I do not wish 
in any way to muzzle the discussion, but failing an 
amendment I shall put the proposition. 

The resolution was then ¢ut and lost, 4 voting for and 
17 against. 


Motion BY PRoFEssSOR WILLIAMS. 


Pref. Wiitrams : I beg to point out to the Counell 
that in July of last year the arrangements were made for 
the examinations at the various schools for the follow- 
ing twelve months. This bye-law was passed originally 
for the convenience of the schools, and the secretaries, 
and of everybody in general. At the formation of this 
bye-law, it was the custom to wait until within a mont 
or two before the assumed dates of the examination 
fore the dates were fixed, the result was a lot of con- 
fusion, and it was not good for the morale of the stt- 
dents. I presume, sir, to be correctly in order, it wour 
be necessary for me to ask the permission of the Council 
to suspend the standing orders ; if they grant me that 
permission then I could bring forward my proposition 
about the examination in July in Liverpool. 

The PRESIDENT: We have no standing orders at the 
present moment. 

Prof. WiLLIaMs : Would you direct me as to the cor 
rect procedure ? th 

THE PRESIDENT: I think you can bring forward the 
proposition. 

Prof. WinuiaMs : As the arrangements are made 
four of the veterinary schools in existence, and none fo! 
the fifth school which has recently come into ar oP 
I beg to propose that a written examination be held ! 
Liverpool on July the 7th, and that the orals show? 
proceed either prior to the Dublin examination oT su 
sequent to the Dublin examination, as the itinerary ° “ 
examiners is made out, and following the orals -¢ 
don, which will commence in London on the 11th Jwy- 
The examiners proceed either from here to Liverp 
from here to Dublin, and then to Liverpool. + like 

Prof. M’Fapyean : On a point of order I should 
to ask if a decision directly contrary to this has not 
adopted by the Council about ten minutes 48? 
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Council at its last meeting remitted the subject of 
examinations and places of examinations to the Exam- 
ination Committee ; the Examination Committee has 
made a recomniendation, suggesting that the Council 
should not adhere to the decision arrived at, but should 
modify it in the sense of allowing a written examination 
in every city in the kingdom in which there happens to 
be anaffiliated school, and the Council adopted that re- 
commendation ten minutes ago. 

The PRESIDENT: That is perfectly correct, but it is 
not for me to prevent Prof. Williams making that appli- 
cation if he so wishes. The Council has declared its 
intention beforehand, but Prof. Williams has a right to 
make a proposition, even in direct contravention of what 
the Council has declared to be its intention, if he so 
wishes, 

Prof. Witt1ams : When I have given notice of motion 
on the agenda paper, I think, even if this has been pass- 
ed, that I am entitled to bring forward my resolution 
and ask for an expression of opinion of the Council. 
must confess that I had not read the latter portion of the 
— fixing the oral examinations, and I did not hear it 


Mr. Mutvey : I thought I read it very distinctly. 

Mr. Mason: I believe Professor Williams actually 
seconded it. 

Prof. Witt1aMs : No, I never even saw that portion. 

Mr. Mutvey: I read it. 

Mr. Mason : And Prof. Williams seconded it. 

The Prestpent : Whilst I am very desirous of giving 
every opportunity to every member of the Council, I 
must point out that a proposition has been made but 
has not been seconded, and that you have already spoken 
on that ame, Prof. Williams. 

Prof. WILLIAMS : Very good. 

The Prestpent : I do not wish in any way to impede 
you, but I think it would be right that the proposition 
should be seconded in order that it may be Pe 

r. McKrnna: To put it in order, I beg to second it. 

Prof. Merram: I shall object to it if Dublin has to 
come after Liverpool. 

Prof. WitL1AMs : I am giving you the option. 

Prof. Mertram: [f Prof. Williams makes no option I 
will support him, that is, if he puts Dublin first. The 
reason is that at the last Christmas examination no one 

new—TI did not know myself until twenty-four hours 

forehand--when the examiners were due in Dublin ; 
- oe everyone knows, who has to do with examinations, 
that there are lots of things to be got ready. I do not 
say whose fault it was. 
“ cq Mutvey : On a point of order, has this anything 
0 with the subject under discussion ? 


tion be held in Liver 


tall follon the Dublin examinations, following the orals 


Mr. Mutve 
ws 
an examination, It is already settled that there is to be 
* M’Fapyean : Not an oral. 
Prof woe : A written. 
Mr : I do not this all. 
' : Does not that resolution a to the 


Mr. Mutvey: No. 

Mr. Barrett: Will you kindly read it again ? 

Mr. Mutvey : I will read itagain with pleasure. This 
is the resolution of the Examination Committee, * That 
in future a written examination shall be held in each 
city in which there is an affiliated school, but that the 
oral and practical examinations shall only be held in 
London, Edinburgh, and Dublin.” I believe Prof. 
Williams actually seconded the adoption of that report. 

Prof. WitLiaMs: But I never knew of that portion. 

The PrestpENT: Do yon persevere with your motion 
in the place of that ? 

Prof. WiLL1AMs : Oh yes, [ must. There has been a 
complete misunderstanding. _ Prof. McCall was under 
the impression that I was going to speak on that sub- 
ject, and he did not speak. 

The PrEsIDENT: I am afraid that neither the Chair- 
man norany member of the Committee can accuse him- 
self of having been wanting in plainness of speech ; I 


1 | certainly heard the report read myself and I think it was. 


quite clearly audible. 

Mr. Mutviy: If you remember, I stated at once that 
I would not proceed with the reading of the report of 
the next Committee so as to give an opportunity to any 
member to move an amendment on it, and I purposely 
would not go any further. 

Mr. Barrett : [ saw the point myself, but I thought 
if Prof. Williams was not inclined to say anything, and 
Prof. McCall was silent, it was not for me to do so. 
saw the purport of the resolution at once. It is very 
manifest that in this matter there has been serious mis- 
apprehension on the part, not only of Prof. Williams 
but also of Prof. McCall, and I think the Council should 
consider it. 

The PrEsIDENT : I do not think I can allow it to go 
forth, Mr. Barrett, that there has been any real basis for 
misapprehension. 

Mr. Barrett: No, [ do not suggest that. 

The Prestpent : If either ct of the Council had 
been failing in attention I could understand his not hav- 
ing: heard what was read, but the remarks were per- 
fectly audible to me, and the Chairman of the Commit- 
tee I think did not in any way give cause for misappre- 
hension. 

Mr. Barrett: I am not suggesting that for one 
moment, but no doubt the passage escaped the atten- 
tion of Prof. Williams and Prof. McCall, and having re- 
gard to what has occurred—I am not accusing anyone, 
of course—it is a question of the course the Council 
ought to take in order to reopen the subject. 

The PrestpenT: I am afraid that I must ask the 
meeting to be orderly. I have a specific proposition be- 
fore me of Prof. Williams, which is seconded by Mr. 
McKinna, and there is no amendment. 

Prof. Wittiams: With your permission, as I have 
another matter which appertains to the same subject, I 
will withdraw that proposition which is on the agenda, 
and now ask the Council’s permission to accept as part 
of the agenda the notice that was sent by Prof. McCall, 
Prof. Dewar and myself, we presumed in good time. It 
is marked as having been received here on December 
26th, and it is stated to have been too late to have been 
added to the agenda. I believe it is customary, with the 
permission of the Council, to add such matters to the 
agenda. 

The Presipent : If you will formally ask permission. 

Prof. Witu1AMs : I ask the Council’s permission now. 

Mr. Simpson : I propose that permission be given. 

Mr. Lawson : I second it. 

The PrestpENT : Will you read the proposition now? 

Prof. WiLt1aMs: “3ist December, 1904. We beg to 
give notice that we shall move atthe next quarterly 
meeting of Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons that an examination for A, B, C, and D stu- 
dents shall be held in Edinburgh and Glasgow in May ; 
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Prof. WittiaMs : I will accept your 
The Prestpent : Have you got your mo 
Prof. Williams ? ; h: but I will 
Prof. M’FapyEAn : You had better 
cise. Does that mean that it is a oe the oral 
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one in London, Liverpool, and Dublin in July, and one 
in London, Liverpool, Dublin, Glasgow, and Edinburgh 
in December, all of next year.—-Signed, James McCall, 
W. O. Williams, J. R. Dewar.” 

The PrEsIDENT: I understand that you propose that, 
and it is seconded by Mr. Simpson. 

. M - Simpson : No, I proposed that Prof. Williams be 
eard. 

The PrestpENT: Prof. Williams asks the permission 
of the Council to introduce this motion. 

Prof. M’FapyYEAN : Before that is.pnt I want to sub- 
mit a point of order, and that is that it contravenes the 
bye-laws to make such a proposa’. The particular bye- 
law says that the dates of the examinations shall 
fixed. They have been so fixed, and I submit that it is 
perfectly open to Prof. Williams or anybody else to 
alter that as an ordinary bye-law may be altered, or 
— decision of the Council, by giving notice. 

r. Simpson: I beg to correct a miapprehension. 
Prof. Williams asked the permission of the Council to 
move a certain resolution, and I simply proposed that 

rmission be accorded tohim. I did not second Prof. 

illiams’ motion, because I do not know enough 
about it. 

The PRESIDENT: That is quite clear. It seems per- 
fectly evident to me that the contention of Prof. M’Fad- 
yean is correct, and I must uphold it. Therefore, it is 
impossible for me to put that proposition to the meeting, 
Prof. Williams. 

Prof. Witt1AMs: Very good. Then I beg to give 
notice that Bye-law 59 shall now read “There shall not 
be more than two examinations held during the year, 
namely : In England and Ireland in July and December, 
and in Scotland in May and December, et seg.” I have 
— that to my friend, Prof. McCall, for his ap- 
proval. 

Principal McCaL: I beg to move accordingly. 

The PRESIDENT: Does any Member of Council desire 
to bring forward any further matter under the head of 
other business. 

Prof. M’Fapyean : I beg to give notice of my inten- 
tion to move at the next meeting of Council the follow- 
ing resolution : “That the examiners for the Walley 
Memorial and Jubilee Memorial and Bursary prizes 
(except for French and German) shall be the sistaie 
appointed to examine on the same subjects at the 

embership Examination of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons.” 

This concluded the business of the Qua:terly Meeting 
of Council. 


SPECIAL MEETING. 


Immediately following the quarterly meeting, a 
special meeting of Council was held. The President, 
Mr. J. A. W. Dollar, occupied the Chair, and the follow- 
ing members were present: Col. Duck, Professors 
Dewar, McCall, M’Fadyean, Mettam, Penberthy, 
Shave, and Williams; Messrs. Abson, Banham, Barrett, 
Carter, Cope, Fraser, Lawson, Mason, McKinna, Mulvey 
Villar, and Wragg; Mr. Thatcher (Solicitor), Mr. Hill 

The only busiuess on the agenda was to consider, and, 
if deemed necessary, to pass the following, proposed by 
ag M’Fadyean : “To substitute the following for Bye- 
aws 52—55 :— 


“Every candidate who desires to present himself for 
the first time for the A or First Professional examina- 
tion, must, not less than seven days before the com- 
mencement of the examination, submit to the Secretary 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons or other 
person — for that purpose by the Council, Certifi- 
cates to the following effect :— 

1. Of having ee one of the examinations in general 
education specified in the First Schedule annexed to 
these bye-laws. 


2. Of having subsequently to having passed the ex- 
amination in general education been a student for one 
session at one of the affiliated Colleges, and of having 
therein satisfactorily attended during that period the 
following courses of instruction :-—- 

a. Anatomy. A course of not less than 50 lectu 
and 26 hours’ practical instruction on the osteology an 
arthrology of the domesticated animals 

6. Chemistry and elementary Physics. A course of 
not less than 80 lectures. 

c. Practical Chemistry. A course of practical in- 
struction extending to not less than 30 hours. 

d. Biology. A course of not less than 60 lecturers 
and 20 hours’ practical instruction. 

Every candidate who desires to present himself for 
the first time for the B or Second Professional Exami- 
nation must, not less than seven days tefore the com- 
mencement of the examination, subinit to the Secretary 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons o_ other 
person appointed for that purpose by the Council, Cer- 
tificates to the following ettect :— 

_1. Of having subsequently to having passed the 
First Professional examination been a student for one 
session at 0 e of the affiliated Colleges, and of having 
therein satisfactorily attended during that period the 
following courses of instruction :— 

a. Physiology. A course of not less than 80 lectures 
on the physiology of the domesticated animals. 

b. Histology. A course extending to not less than 40 
hours’ practical instruction regarding the histology of 
the domesticated animals. 

c. Anatomy. A course of not less than 80 lectures on 
the Anatomy of the domesticated animals. 

d. Practical Anatomy. A course extending over not 
less than five months, during which the student must 
have dissected the whole body of the horse at least once 
to the satisfaction of his teacher, and attended not fewer 
than 20demonstrations on the anatomy of the other 
domesticated animals. 

e. Stable Management : Manipulation of the domesti- 
cated animals and Principles of Shoeing. A practi 
course extending to not less than 20 hours’ instructioo. 

Every candidate who desires to present himself for 
the first time for the C or Third Professional Exaimina- 
tion must, not less than seven days before the com- 
mencement of the examination, submit to the Secretary 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons or_ other 
person appointed for that purpose by the Council, Cer 
tificates to the following effect :—— 

1. Of having subsequently to having passed the 
Second Professional Examination been a student for 
one session at one of the affiliated Colleges, and. 
having therein satisfactorily attended during that per 
the following courses of instruction :— 

a. Pathology. A course of not less than 80 lectures 
on the morbid anatomy and _ pathology (including 
bacteriology) of the domesticated animals. , 

Practical Pathology. A practical course extending 
to not less than 40 hours’ instruction on the nore 
anatomy and pathology (including bacteriology) of 
domesticated animals. A 

c. Materia Medica, Therapeutics, and Toxicology. 
course of not less than 40 lectures. ; 

d. Pharmacy and Pharmacology. A_ practical course 
extending to not less than 20 hours’ instruction. not 
e. Veterinary Hygieneand Dietetics. A course 0 

less than 40 lectures on the hygiene of the domestica 
animals. the 

Every candidate who desires to present himself for 
first time for the D or Final Examination must, not! 
than seven days before the commencement of the vencgg 
nation, submit to the Secretary of the Royal College et 
Veterinary Surgeons or other person appointed 7 rs 
— by the Council, Certificates to the follo 
effect :— 
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Of having subsequently to having passed the Third 
Professional Examination been a student for one session 
at oneof the affiliated Colleges, and of having therein 
satisfactorily attended during that period the following 
courses of instruction :—- 

a. Principles and Practice of Veterinary Medecine and 
Meat Inspection. A course of not less than 100 
lectures. 

b. Principles and Practice of Veterinary Surgery and 
Obstetrics. A course of not less than 100 lectures. 

ec. Clinical Instruction and Practical Meat Inspection. 
A practical course extending to not less than 300 hours’ 
instruction. 

These alterationc tocome into force on the Ist Aug., 
1906. 

Suspended 7th October, 1904. 

Prof. M’FapyEan : I formally beg to move the altera- 
tion of bye-laws 52 to 55 as set ont on the agenda paper. 
Itis probably unnecessary for me to read them. ‘ have 
read them carefully through, and I[ only want to ask 
permission to delete the numeral “1” at the beginning 
of the second and ninth paragraphs on the last page. 
They are quite unnecessary. 

Prof. PENBERTHY : | beg to second that. 

Prof. Dewar: I am informed by onr President that 
he cannot receive any amendment to this motion, an 
that if I do not approve of it all I can do is to vote 
against it. I was notable to be here at the meeting 
when this subject was first brought up, and I did not 
hear of it coming up. It does not make much altera- 
tion upon our present course in connection with the 
teaching at the veterinary schools, but seeing that a 
Committee has been appoinied to deal with the synopses 
of the various subjects, which has been re-appointed at 
this meeting, I certainly think this subject should have 

n remitted to that Committee and been considered 
along with it. As I have mentioned already, I am not 
allowed to move any amendment; but I would like to 
call the attention of the Council to the great discrep- 
any there is between the importance of the subjects in 
this motion which Prof. M’Fadyean has proposed. In 
Class B, for example, the subjects are physiology, histo- 
logy, anatomy, including practical anatomy, and stable 
Management. Now, by the way he has drawn it out he 
shows that the first subjects, physiology, and histology, 
require at least 120 hours teaching, the second subject, 
practical anatomy would require at least 300, and the 
third subject, stable management, is going to be accom- 
plished in 20. 

Prof. M’FapyEan : No, I beg your pardon. May I 
point out, Prof. Dewar, to save discussion, that these 
ike minima. S§tudents may have 150 hours if they 

tage Dewar : Certainly, I accept that. 

Mr. Mason : I do not want to burke discussion, but 
I om to a point of order. There is no amendment, and 
on a see, therefore, how arguments can be introduced 
an 4 = discussion. We are only taking up time for 

The Presipent : I cannot absolutely prohibit Prof. 

war from offering any remarks; he is at liberty, of 
course, t 4 

, to offer remarks in opposition. 

Dewar: As I say, I accept Prof M’Fadyean’s 

Pe It isa minimum of 20, but it cannot be 

ne ag ers in 20 ; he must admit that. The other one 

“9 reserved to cannot be done in less than 300 
yet a st S not there an immense discrepancy there ? and 

as poems has the same chance with 20 as he has with 
ht '"s matter has been discussed already, and the 

“ ay between the sub: ects, and I think it should 
pit ape remitted to the Examination Committee to 

with the amended synopses. 
it shall not ADYEAN: [ think I havea right to reply, 
is to remj an to more than three sentences ; and that 

ind Prof. Dewar that it was remitted to the 


Examination Committee. He is in error in referring to 
these resolutions as being mine ; they were resolutions 
drafted at the meeting of the Examina‘ion Committee, 
and recommended to this Council to be 

Mr. Mutvey: And were so reported. 

Prof. James Mcl. McCa.t: Certain points have been 
raised which I should like to refer to. The first is in 
connection with the first examination. The proposed 
bye-law says :— 

“Every candidate who desires to present himself for 
the first time for the A or First Professional examina- 
tion, must, not less than seven days before the com- 
mencement of the examination, submit to the Secretary 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons or other 
person appointed for that purpose by the Council, certi- 
ticates to the following effect :— 

1. Of having passed one of the examinations in 
general education specified in the First Schedule annexed 
to these bye-laws. 

2. Of having subsequently to having passed the exam- 
ination in general education been a student for one ses- 
sion at one of the affiliated Colleges, and of having 
therein satisfactorily attended during that period the 
following courses of instruction. 

What I want to draw attention to is what that means. 


d| At the present time, supposing a student presents him- 


self for his preliminary examination in the month of 
September and he fails to pass in that examination, per- 
haps, as happens very frequently it may be in one sub- 
ject of general education, if this 1s passed—- 

Prof. M’Fapyean : Whether it is passed or not I beg 
to call Prof. McCall’s attention to the fact that this is 
already on our bye-laws, and was passed at the Septem- 
ber meeting and confirmed seven days later. A student 
must now conform to the proposal. 

Prof. McCati: I was not at that meeting. Was it 
passed ? 

Prof. M’FapyEan : Yes. 

Prof. McCat: If that is so it is unnecessary. 

The resolution was then put and carried, Prof. Dewar 
voting against. 

The PrestpENT: That concludes the business of the 
meeting, but I should like to draw the attention of the 
members to the attendance book, and ask those members 
present to sign the attendance book for the special meet- 
ing as well as for the quarterly meeting. 

Prof. Merram : If they conscientiously can ! 

On the motion of Mr. Abson, seconded by Prof. Pen- 
berthy, a vote of thanks was accorded to the Presideni for 
his conduct in the chair, which the President briefly 


acknowledged. 


BOVINE CONTAGIOUS MAMMITIS. 


(Abstract from an Article in Mr. Gilruth’s Report for 
1904 to the Departinent of Agriculture, New Zealand.) 


At the beginning of last summer, through the Inspec- 
tor of Stock at Hawera, I received a communication 
from a farmer near Eltham, Taranaki, enclosing a 
tumour which had been removed by Dr. Harrison from 
the teat-duct of one of his cows, a number of which were 
affected similarly although with much smaller growths. 
The Inspector in his communication observed that the 
obstruction in the teat-duct referred to consisted of “a 
small hard lump about the size of a pea (in some cases a 
little larger) at the top of the teat which obstructs the 
flow of the milk,” and “is prevalent in all the bush 
country of Taranaki.” 

The extra-large growth removed by Dr. Harrison was 
about the size of a walnut, and consisted of granulo- 
matous tissue with small caseous areas the size of a pin- 
head. Microscopical examination demonstrated these 


areas to consist of degenerating cells with masses of 


| 
i | 
| 


460 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


January 21, 1905 


streptococci morphologically similar to those we had pre- 
viously found to be the cause of contagious mammitis. 

Mr. Young, Government Veterinarian, was then in- 
structed to visit the farm and secure specimens of the 
milk from the udders affected with nodules of the teats. 
As a result, from each case we were able without diffi- 

culty to secure pure cultures of the specific strepto- 
-coccus, and to prove its pathogenic nature by inocula- 
tions similar to those conducted the previous year (see 
last annual report). 

In addition to the cows on the farm in question, Mr. 
Young examined the herds on several ene in the 
neighbourhood, and in a few days reported that he had 
found the same disease corresponding to that described 
in the report, in cows of different herds. 

Practically wherever officers of this Division have had 
an opportunity of making inspection of berds, particu- 
larly those supplying factories, the disease has been 
found to a greater or less extent. In different parts of 
the Auckland District, throughout Taranaki, the Mana- 
watu, and the Wairarapa, it is very common, while in 
South Canterbury and Otago a number of cases have 
been observed. Probably, therefore, were that system- 
atic form of inspection which I have so long and fruit- 
lessly advocated in vogue, it might be found that this 
‘disease is present throughout the colony to an extent 
that can only be described as alarming. 

Some cases of a very form on one farm near 
Hawera were reported by Mr. Young. One case in 
which the udder was very acutely inflamed, with ab- 
scesses present, had been destroyed by order of Mr. 

Deem, Stock Inspector, before Mr. Young saw the herd. 
He found one cow with the udder enlarged, swollen, 
and painful, while the space between the four teats had 
sloughed, leaving a large wound from which a consider- 
able quantity of pus exuded, ‘This animal had been 
observed to be bad for only a little over a week. Another, 
which had been suffering from mammitis of a similar 
nature, exhibited a swollen painful udder, the teats 
being inflamed and tender, but with no discharge of a 
purulent material unless per the teat-orifices. One teat 
was completely blocked by appa ently inspissated pus. 
Mr. Young considered these were the worst cases of 
mammitis he had observed in the colony. Specimens of 
pus from the second case were examined by me, and 
proved to consist of masses of pus-cells with numerous 
chains of streptococci similar to those we had found 
elsewhere. 


GENERAL SYMPTOMs. 


There are what may be termed three forms of the 
disease, the acute, the subacute, and the chronic, which 
although not necessarily markedly distinctive from each 
other, may be described separately for the purpose of 
conveying a comprehension of the diseased condition. 

he more acute form is that described last year, in 
which the first eee ge of the tronble are a diminu 
tion of the milk-yield, a definite acidity of the milk, and 
a tendency for it to rapidly become coagulated. This 
is frequently accompanied by a sensible swelling of the 
teat-duct and floor of the milk-cistern, which may be 
felt extending up the centre of the teat to the base. In 
the very first stage the milk may contain none of the 
cocci which cause the disease there being for the first 
day or two probably no exfoliation of the mucous 
membrane. here may bea slight swelling, hardness, 
and even cedema of the quarter affected, but this is b 
no means a common concomitant. The animal’s healt 
is seldom affected, unless other organisms gain entrance 
at the same time to the udder. Shortly after these early 
symptoms are exhibited the milk becomes viscous, thick 
and yellowish, being more of the nature of pus—which, 
in point of fact, it is—than milk. Gradually it as- 


sumes a dirty brownish tint, is morecurdly, and if the 
one-quarter 


material be collected and allowed to stan 


to four-fifths settles as a dirty brownish-yellow deposit 
surmounted by a thin pale milky fluid. The deposit 
under the microscope is seen to consist of masses of 
pu--cells mixed with streptococci. Gradually the secre- 
tion of the quarter diminishes until only a few spoon- 
fuls of the perigee purulent material can be re- 
moved, the teat-duct becomes sensibly thicker, and if 
little attention be paid it becomes impervious and the 
whole quarter rendered useless Occasionally a very 
acute state of inflammation is seen, though fortunately 
but rarely. The udder becomes large, there is heat and 
tenderness present, and abscesses form usually at the 
lower surface, and, bursting at times, a portion of the 
udder sloughs. 

The subacute form is in reality more dangerous than 
the foregoing, as the changes occur so slowly and the 
secretion of milk is so slightly altered that it remains 
frequently unobserved until too late, generally resulting 
in a “blind quarter” the following year. Practically 
the only alteration cbserved in the affected quarter is a 
more or less marked thickening of the walls of the teat- 
duct, the feeling being to the hand as if a piece of cord 
had been inserted into the canal. The disease is there- 
fore = local and confined to the teat-duct, and 
soduihie the floor of the “milk-cistern” or lactiferous 
sinus. Beyond the first small quantity of secretion re 
moved on milking, the milk is little altered--so far as 
casual observation goes. The quantity first removed, 
however. is generally yellowish, curdly, and, in fact, 
purulent. This, however, is sufficient to contami: ate 
the hand and the whole of the milk, and the remainder, 
passing as it does over the diseased catarrhal surface, 
carries away a further number of the germs, Therefore, 
even if the first quantity be milked on to the floor, as 1s 
often done by the milker, the hulk is always contami 
nated to a greater or less extent. 

Gradually this phase of the disease is followed by the 
chronic form, which is manifested by the development of 
one, and sometimes two, hard nodules within the teat- 
duet, generally towards the base of the teat or its upper 
third. This nodule is usually about the size of a ped, 
though it may assume the dimensions of a walnut. 
This condition is sometimes spoken of by ay! mee as a 
“pea” or “wart” in the teat. Occasionally this nodule 
may develop a few weeks after the previously descr! 
condition has been noticed, though as a rule the follow- 
ing is the history as described by the owner: “ The cow 
was turned out in the early winter appa’ently quite 
sound, and has calved with one or more blind teats oF 
showing the presence of a nodtle in the teat.” Before 
being turned out the frequent milking, and consequett 
removal of the pus and many of the germs, preveD! 
any great aggravation of the local lesion, but after mux 
ing ceased the formation of granulation tissue commel 
ced, due to the continual growth of the streptococcls 
and the consequently chronic inflammation. Mr. Yous 
described the worst phase of this chronic condition a 
follows: “The very lowest part of the teat-duct ; 
healthy, but above this, and filling up as it were the tea 
for about an inch, may be found a growth or swe ling, 
feeling just as if one had plugged one part of the t th 
with a piece of cloth, and terminating abruptly Ne 
above and below. In a few instances I have ound 
obstruction existing only on one side of the teat. 
last phase is the most serious, as it means the co is 
uselessness of the quarter, and so far asthe dairymat 
concerned ae worse than the presence of the Sit 
pea-sized nodule past which milk may be draw®, . 
worst a teat-siphon can be pushed. As, however, 
nodules contain a suppurating centre, no matter 
small, they are probably a cause of the sp ss 
disease. “ped it 

The specitic cause of the disease was fully oy 0 to 
my last annual report, and it is not necessary that 
repeat that description. It need only be stated 
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have found the specific streptococcus in all the different 
phases of the disease as here described, and reproduced 
the complaint in healthy cows, even in its severe form, 
by the use of artificial cultures derived from chronic 
Cases. 

PREVENTION. 

Primarily this can only be achieved through a distri- 
bution of knowledge regarding the disease and its nature. 
The issue of leaflets is no doukt a means whereby this 
knowledge can be disseminated, though it is but a poor 
one. Leaflets savour too much of the religious tract in 
appearance; they generally arrive by post when there 
are more interesting and vital matters claiming atten- 
tion, such as the contents of a newspaper ; they are 
most frequently burned, or put aside for a more con- 
venient occasion, which never arrives; and, lastly, when 
read they are promptly dismissed from the mind. [ have 
had many examples of the futility of distributing leatiets 
broadcast free of charge. 

The best method of spreading such knowledge is 
through personal contact with the people, and this can 
be done by skilled ‘inspectors, each with a aistrict 
wherein the number of cows is such that they can be 

riodically and regularly inspected. The anxious 
armer will rapidly benefit, while the recalcitrant can be 
brought to see the error of his ways by the refusal of his 
produce at the factory. The sale of affected cows could 
then be effectually prevented, and cleanliness of cows, 
sheds, and people guaranteed. 

The prevention of spread through the returned skim- 
milk could be stopped by its compulsory sterilisation at 
the factories, a measure which I strongly recommended 
years ago, and which would have a great effect for good 
in another direction—viz., the prevention of tubercu- 
losis. Antiseptics applied to the teats after milking 
would also be a means of preventing the spread by 
young milkers, who, through inexperience or thought- 
essness, do not apprise the owner of any suspicious 
condition of the udder. 


TREATMENT. 

So far as an injection for the affected udder or teat is 
concerned, we can only recommend the boric-acid 4-per- 
‘cent. solution. Where applied in the early stages of 
the disease, before it has become too chronic, and the 
solution can get at the specific agent, much good gener- 
ally results and a cure can be established, provided care 
18 exercised. When a hard nodule is present and when 
there is intense chronic thickening of the wall of the 
duct the results are not so satisfactory. 

If the boracic-acid treatment be applied early enough, 
particularly in the subacute stage, a satisfactory termi- 
nation may be expected. Unfortunately, the injection 
quminishes the secretion of milk, but if not continued 

or too long it returns when the injections cease. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


an energetic measures are urgently required to cope 
with the insidious, but none the less important disease 
twee can be no doubt. The question naturally arises : 
t are the necessary measures ? 
venture to submit the following recommendation :— 
1. The compulsory notification of all diseases and 
abnormalities affecting the udder of any cow 
onpplying milk for human consumption directly 
9 or indirectly, 
> The registration of all dairy herds. 
This I inspection of all dairy herds. 
should < So recommended five yume ago. Inspectors 
ieee” the power to compel isolation and proper 
exerci wy and it should be seen that such power is 
the case of this disease particularly. 
f tilisation or pasteurisation of all milk at dai 
actories, or at least sterilisation of all skim-mil 
ore return to supplier. 


DIPHTHERIA ANTITOXIN ; TETANUS ANTI- 
TOXIN ; ANTI-VENENE; TYPHOID ANTI- 
TOXIN. 

By R. Tanner Hewtert, M.D., M.R.C.P., D.P.H., 


Professor of General Pathology and Bacteriology, King’s 
College, London. 


DIPHTHERIA ANTITOXIN. 


Since the article on diphtheria antitoxin was published 
(Pharm. Journal, Sept. 3, 1904), Wassermann has 
recommended* the use of a polyvalent (or, as he prefers 
to term it, multipartial) anti-bacterial serum as a local 
application in diphtheria, especially during convales- 
cence, in order rapidly to get rid of the diphtheria 
bacilli present in the throat. Although as a rule the 
diphtheria bacilli disappear in three or four weeks after 
the commencement of the attack, occasionally they 
persist for much longer, even up to twelve or fifteen 
months. Such cases must be sources of possible infec- 
tion if they mix with susceptible individuals, and it is 
customary, therefore, to isolate until a bacteriological 
examination shows the throat to be clear. Wassermann 
states that by injections of several strains of diph- 
theria bacilli in addition to the diphtheria toxin the 
blood serum of the animal becomes powerfully aggluti- 
nating towards all diphtheria bacilli; that is, if mix 
with the bacilli, it causes them to aggregate into masses, 
which are then much more readily flushed away by 
gargles and sprays than if they remain isolated, and 
so the time during which the bacilli remain in the 
throat is much shortened. His method of procedure is 
to prepare this “ polyvalent” serum.t dry in vacuo, and 
convert into tabloids; a tabloid is then allowed to dis- 
solve in the mouth every two hours, and after fifteen 
minutes the child’s nasopharynx is rinsed out with some 


indifferent fluid by gargle or spray. 
TeTANUS ANTITOXIN. 


The general description of the characters of diph- 
theria antitoxin apply equally to tetanus or any other 
antitoxin. All the antitoxins are the blood sera of 
treated animals, and can only be distinguished by 
physiological tests on living animals. The horse is 
treated with increasing doses of tetanus toxin, prepared 
by growing the tetanus bacillus anaérobically in broth, 
and filtering. The treatment of the horse has to be 
very carefully carried out, as the tetanns toxin is ex- 
tremely toxic. The standardisation of tetanus antitoxin 
is usually carried out by Roux’s method—z.e., by ascer- 
taining the smallest amount of the antitoxin which will 
just completely neutralise a minimal fatal dose of toxin 
in a guinea-pig of known weight. The weight in 
grammes of a guinea-pig, which is so protected by 1 c.c. 
of the serum, gives the value of the serum in units. Thus, 
if from the tests 1,000 guinea-pigs, each weighing 500 
Gm., were protected by lc.c., then the value of the 
serum would be said to be 500,000 (500 x 1,000). There 
is no method of accurate standardisation as there is for 
diphtheria antitoxin. 

he tetanus toxin has a special predilection for the 
nerve centres, and the absorption of the toxin from the 
wound (tetanus usually resulting from some wound in- 
fected with the tetanus bacillus) takes place by the 
nerve trunks, not by the blood vessels or lymphatics, as 
is usually the case in bacterial infections. It is cus- 
tomary, therefore, not only to inject the tetanus anti- 
toxin sudcutaneously or intravenously, but also into the 


* Med. Journal, N.Y., October 15, 1904, p. 721. 

+ A‘ polyvalent’’ serum is one which is prepared by 
the injection of several strains of a given microbe. The 
term will be further discussed in the next article. 


| 
| 
| 


462 THE 


VETERINARY RECORD _ January 21, 1905 


brain, spinal cord, and into the course of the large 
uerves leading from the site of infection lf symptoms are 
prononnced. Dose.—Subcutaneously, 20 to 40 c.c.; in- 
travenously, 10 c.c.: intracerebrally or intraspinous, 
2'5 to 5 c.c. of a concentrated antitoxin—e.g. 1 dim. of 
the dry powder dissolved in 5 c.c. of sterile water. Five 
to 10 cc. may be injected in the course of the nerve 
trunks. The dried antitoxin. finely powdered, has also 
been used as a dressing for the infected wound.* 


ANTI-VENENE. 


Anti-Venene is the name applied to the antidotal 
serum for snake bites. It is a true antitoxin, and is pre- 
pared by treating a horse with increasing doses of snake 
venom tor a long period. The venom is principally ob- 
tained from snakes that have been killed, the poison 
glands being removed and preserved after drying. A 
small amount may also be obtained from snakes kept in 
captivity. The venom in the dry state seems to keep 
indefinitely. For use, a weighed amount is dissolved 
in 0°7 per cent. salt solution. The initial doses have 
naturally to be very small; Calmette, for example, 
commences the injection of the horse with 1 Mgm. of 
cobra venom, and, finally, 0°5 to1 Gm. is given. The 
ultimate potency of the serum is limited by the diffi- 
culty of obtaining sufficient venom for large doses. 

The method of testing the serum varies, Calmette’s is 
as follows : Into a series of rabbits, each weighing about 
2 Kgm., increasing amounts of the serum (the anti- 
venene) are injected intravenously—e.g., 0°5 c.c., 1 ¢.¢., 
2 c.c., 3.¢.c., ete. A quarter of an hour after, the mini- 
mal lethal dose of venom (fatal within twenty minutes) 
is injected, and the smallest amount of -erum which 
suffices to keep the animal alive—z.ec., which neutralises 
the lethal dose of venom, is thus ascertained. If this be 
1 c.c. for a 2,000 Gm. rabbit, the serum is said to con- 
tain 2,000 units perc.c. Lamb and Hanna make use 
of rats. The minimal lethal dose of the venom for this 
animal is ascertained, and then ten times this dose is 
mixed with the serum, and allowed to stand for at least 
half an hour at 25° C. before being injected. As before, 
a series of animals is injected with the mixture of the 
test dose of venom and increasing amounts of the serum, 
the amount of the latter which suffices to protect the 
animal being thus ascertained. 

Calmette’s anti-venene, prepared at Lille, is practicall 
the only one on the market, and is chiefly prepared with 
cobra venom, though small amounts of other venoms 
are also injected. It was at one time believed that 
cobra venoni anti-venene (7.¢., prepared by injections of 
cobra venom) would neutralise other venoms, but this 
has not proved tobe the case ; anti-venene is just as 
speeific as any other antitoxin, and, therefore, special 
anti-venene 1s required for every form of poisonous 
snake—cobra anti-venene, rattlesnake anti-venene, tiger 
snake anti-venene, and soon. This must considerably 
limit the application of anti-venene for snake bites. 

As regards the dose, Calmette for a cobra bite recom- 
mends 10 to 20 c.c. of his anti-venene to be injected into 
the neighbourhood of the bite, but Lamb and Hanna 
consider that, to be on the safe side, not less than 30 to 
40 c.c. are required. If any symptoms have appeared 
an intravenous injection of 10 to 30c.c. should be given 
in addition to the subcutaneous one, and symptomatic 
and local treatment applied on general principles. Snake 
venom acts so rapidly that unless the treatment can be 
applied within a few minutes of the bite it is unlikely 
to be efficacious. 

Anti-venene also undergoes a progressive and fairly 
rapid deterioration in hot climates, and should be fresh, 
another limitation to its use. 


* For further particnlars ou the standardisation and ad- 
ministration of tetanus antitoxin see the writer’s ‘Serum 
Therapy.’ 


TypHoIp ANTITOXIN. 


Most of the sera on the market for the treatment of 
typhoid or enteric fever are anti-bacterial sera, and will 
be dealt with in a later article. But Chanternesse states 
that by cultivating the typhoid bacillus in a medium 
consisting of a maceration of spleen and bone marrow 
with some defibrinated human blood a soluble toxin is 
formed, with which animals are treated in the usual 
way. The antitoxin so produced is used in compara- 
tively small doses, a primary dose of 10 to 12 c.c. fol- 
lowed by a dose of 5 to8 c.c. a few days later, if no effect 
on the temperature has been produced by the first dose. 
—The Pharmaceutical Journal. 


PROGRAMME OF THE EIGHTH INTERNATIONAL VETERI- 
NARY CoNGRESS 3-9 SEPT., 1905, aT BuDAPEST. 


Section I.—VETERINARY SANITARY POLICE. 


1. Cattle Insurance. (State and Private, and Insur- 
ance of Cattle for Slaughter.) 
Reports by : 

Arup, Vety. Counsel of Danish Govt. at Hamburg- 
Dr. Kopp, Docent of the Univ. of Bern, Vety. Officer of 
Metz. Dr. Lydtin, Chief Privy Councillor, Baden-. 
Baden. O de Miklés, Member of the Hungarian Psr- 
liament, late Secy of State in the Ministry of Agric., 
Budapest. Rudowsky, Ryl. and Impl. State Vety 
Recorder, Briinn. 

2. Uniform Scheme for the Periodical Veterinary Sani- 
tary Returns. 

Binder, Member of Sectional Council in the Ministry 
of the Interior, Vienna. Roeckl, Prof. and Privy Coun- 
cillor, Berlin. Dr. Stubbe, Vety Insp. of the Ministry 
of Agric., Brussels. 

3. Establishment of uniform Principles for judging the 
Reaction of Tuberkulin and Mallein. 

Dr. Eber, Prof. of Leipsic University. Dr. Foth, 
Ryl. Dept. Vety Surgeon, Schleswig. Dr. Furtuna, 
Director of the Roumanian Vety Service, Bucharest. 
Dr. Malm, Director of the Vety Department of the Ryl. 
Ministry, Christiania. Tdtray, Vety. Insp. of the Ryl. 
Hungarian Ministry of Agric., Budapest. Dr. 
W ladimirow, Deptl. Chief, Imp. Inst. of Experimental 
Medicine, St. Petersburg. 

4. Suppression of Tuberculosis 
Animals. 

Dr. Bang, Prof. at the Agric. and Vety Coll., Copet- 
hagen. Dr. de Jong, Director of Abattoirs in Leyden. 
Regnér, Batt. Vety. Surg. at the Ministry of Agric., 
Stockholm. Ujhelyi, Prof. Agric. Academy, M.-Ovar. 

4). Protective Inoculation for Tuberculosis in Cattle. 

Dr. Hutyra, Prof. and Rector of the Vety. Coll., 
Budapest, Dr. Rémer, Prof. of Marburg University. 
Dr. Schindelka, Prof. of the Vety. Coll., Vienna 
Thomassen, Prof. of the Vety. Coll., Utrecht. 

5. Protective Inoculation for Flaps and Foot-Rot. 

Dr. Lofiler, Member of Medical Council, Prof. of 
Greifswald University. Dr. Perroncito, Prof. and 
Director of the Vety Schoolin Turin. 

6. Suppression of Swine Fever and Swine Pest: Protec 
tive Inoculation. 

Dr. Joest, Prof. of the Vety Coll., Dresden. 
Preisz, Prof. of the Vety Coll., Budapest. : 

7. Extension of Isolation Regulations on_the — 
ance of Infectious Diseases not immediately Vo 
gious ; especially Anthrax. 

Kocourek, Ryl. Hungarian Government’s Vety ine 
Kassa. Dr. Malkmus, Prof. of the Vety. Coll., a 
over. Dr. Profé, Ryl. District Vety Surg: —_— 
Rajevsky, Prof. and Director of the Vety- Institute, 

8. Suppression and Extirpation of Rabies. ; 
Dr. Casper, Prof. of seared University. Cope Chief 


among Domestic 


of the Vety Dept., Ministry of Agric., London. 


7. 
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Prof. at Vety School, Lyons. Dr. Szpilmann, Prof. 
and Rector of the Vety Coll., Lemberg. 
9, Present Development and Future Organisation of the 


International Veterinary Congress. 
Dr. Schmaltz, Prof. at the Vety Coll., Berlin. 


Section II.—Brotoey. 


1. Milk and its Treatment, with Especial Regard to 
Dairy Reform, in Compliance with Hygienic Re- 
quirements. 

Dr. Gruber, Assist. of the Testing Station and Teach- 
ing Establishment of Dairy Farming at Kiel. Happich, 
Prof. of the Vety Inst. of Dorpat. Szigeti-Varga, 
Director of the Teaching Estab. for Dairy-Farming at 
Sarvar. 

2. Nutritive Value of Skimmed Milk for Young and for 
Fattened Cattle, with Especial Regard to the Different 

reeds of Swine. 

Cselké, Prof. of the Agric. Acad. at M.-Ovar. 


F 3. Adulteration of Meat and Meat Products, and Recent 


Methods for its Detection. 

Breuer, Chief Vety surg. of the Abattoirs in Buda- 
pest. Dr. Edelmann, Med. Coun., Prof. at the Vet. 
Coll. in Dresden. Kjerrulf, Permanent Mem. of the 
Ryl. Med. Coll. and Vet. Recorder to the Swedish 
Government, Stockholm. Jacobsen, Direc. of Abattoirs 
in Christiania. 

4. Molasses as a Food. 

Cagny, Vety Surg. at Senlis (Oies). 
Docent at the Vety Coll., Budapest. 

5. Hygiene of Stables and Litter ; Review of the Differ- 


Dr. Weiser, 


a ent Litters. 


Dr. Pusch, Med. Coun., Prof. at the Vety Coll. in 
Dresden. Sand, Prof. at the Agric. and Vety Coll., 
Copenhagen. 

6. Stall-Feeding and Pasturage from the Biological 
Point of View. 
Kovdesy, Direc. of Agric. Inst., Kassa. 


Section 


X Relations between the Tuberculosis of Man and of 
Cattle, Poultry, and other Domestic Animals (espec- 
ially Dogs). 

Dr. de Jong, Direc. of Abattoirs in Leyden. Dr. 
Preisz, Prof. at the Vety Coll., Budapest. Dr. Schiitz, 

, Privy Coun., Prof. at the Vety Coll., Berlin. 

2. On the Manner of Infection in Tuberculosis of 
Domestic Animals. 

Dr. Bongert, Head of Hyg. Labor. at Central Abatt., 
Berlin. Cadéac, Prof. at Vety School in Lyons. Dr. 
Lorenz, Mem. of the Grand Duke’s Med. Coun., Vety 
Recorder in Darmstadt. 


= °. Milk and Dairy Products as Spreaders of Tubercu- 


Dr. Fay, Ryl. Hungarian Sanitary Insp., Budapest. 
1 The Miiller, Head of Bacteriological Inst., Kénigsberg. 
Baci Importance of the Acid-Proof, Tubercular- 
cillus-hike Bacteria, in Tuberculosis Research. 
s Dr. Aujeszky, Docent at Vety Coll., Budapest. Dr. 
5 The a Docent at Agric. and Vety Coll., Copenhagen. 
» the Sero-Therapeutics of Infectious Diseases in 
mestic Animals. 
gilticing, Prof. and Direc. of Vet. School, Lyons. Dr. 
ton Prof. at Vet. Coll., Munich. Leclainche, Prof. at 
bee Y School, Toulouse. Ligniéres, Director of Bact. 
ae Buenos Ayres. Dr. Sobernheim, Prof. of Halle 
Niversity. 
Domestic Animals. 
wensen, Prof. at Agric. and Vety Coll., Copenhagen. 
Prof. of Giessen University. 
he - of the Lungs, and the Tubercular Appear- 
for it’ of Different Origin, which may be mistaken 
Dr. Csokor, Prof. of Vet. Coll., Vienna. Dr. Riegler, 
Prof. and Chief of Bact. Inst., Bucharest. ° 


8. Tropical Diseases of Domestic Animals. 

Ligniéres, Director of Bact. Inst., Buenos Ayres. 
Rickmann, Mem. of Med. Coun., Transvaal. Dr. 
Theiler, Vety Surg., Pretoria. 

9. The Protozoa as Causes : f Disease in Animals. 

Dr. Laveran, Mem. of French Academy, Paris. 
Mettam, Prof. of Vet. School, Dublin. Dr. Motas, Prof. 
phn Coll., Bucharest. Vallée, Prof. of Vety School, 

lfort. 

10. The Toxic Substances produced by Animal Parasites. 

Dr. Blanchard, Prof. of Paris University. lr. von 
Linstow, Surg.-Major, Géttingen. //r. Perroncito, Prof. 
and Director of Vety School, Turin. Dr. St. de Ratz, 
Prof. of the Vety Coll., Budapest. , 

11. Recent Experiences of the Infection of Man by 
Animal Diseases (with Especial Regard to Ditferent 
Occupations). 

Dr. Babes. Prof. of Bucharest University. Dr. Dam- 
man, Privy Coun. and Med. Coun., Director and Prof. 
of Vety Coll., Hanover. Szegedy-Maszadk, Ry). 
Hungarian Trades Insp., Budapest. 

12. Etiology and Therapeutics of Labour Paresis. 

Dr. Hess, Mem. of Sanitary Council, Prof. of Bern 
University. 

Géza pe Maxkrazvay, Sec. of State, President. 
Dr. Francis Hutyra, Managing Vice-President. 
Dr. STEFAN DE Ratz, General Secretary. 


THE VETERINARY PROFESSION IN 1904. 


Another important step has been taken during the 
year 1904, in affiliating what was formerly the New 
Veterinary College of Edinburgh to the Liverpool 
University. It is important in the sense that a univer- 
sity degree is ever esteemed of more value than that 
of any collegiate body. The M.D. of London Univer- 
sity will continue to place a higher value on his diploma 
than that possessed by the L.R.C.P. ; and in time, when 
doctors of veterinary medicine receive diplomas from 
Liverpool, they will no doubt deem themselves of greater 
importance than members of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. The veterinary profession has 
profitted by the mistakes made by its elder sister, and 
at much sacrifice obtained in 1883 an Act of Parliament 
which secured what is known as the one-portal system. 
One might always know if a “ vet.” was properly qualified 
by his using the letters M.R.C.V.S., or PRG. . but a 
registered medical practitioner may have been licensed 
by one of adozen different diploma-granting bodies. By 
the way, the year 1904 has established the M.R.C.V.S. 
in his rights as a registered medical practitioner : the 
Register of the R.C.V.S. being samatall by most benches 
of magistrates as exempting hin: from service on oar 
The new university degree will only be obtainable b 
men who have already qualified as MRCVS, and will 
therefore be an additional qualification, not a competi- 
tive degree, or interfering with the eer one- 
portal system. Whether the title will be D.V.M. or not 
is not yet known. It has one serious objection in the 
fact that doctors of veterinary medicine hailing from 
America, after a six months course of lectures, will not 
be distinguishable from those graduates at home who 
have spent at least four years in first obtaining their 
membership of the R.C.V.S. before acquiring the higher 
degree—whatever it is. 

With the motor-car replacing the horse in harness, 
and the bicycle displacing the hack, there is some doubt 
as to the future demand for veterinary practitioners, and 
one wonders whether a university degree may not, as the 
lugubrious Young said of wealth, “ come a day too late.” 
—The Pharmaceutical Journal. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Foot- Glanders Rabies. Sh 
° Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases cep! Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. [ Scab. 
| Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-]| Out- | Slaugh. 
breaks} mals. Joreaks mals. breaks mals. | breaks. | tered * 
GT. BRITAIN. ’ 
Week ended Jan. i4, 1905 21 32 19 | 29 oe es 40 is | bt 
1904 .. | 18 | 22 a2 | 52 9 | 29 | 87 
Corresponding week in j 1903 .. 11 14 21 | 46 89 42 249 
19022 .. J il | 14 21 | 55 105 39 406 
Total for 2 weeks, 1905 .. .. | 44 | 99 39 | 2658] .. | .. | 109 33 | 95 
1904... 35 41 48 2499 200 54 252 
Corresponding period in {1902 .. 26 38 43 2040 177 72 409 
1902... 32 45 46 2370 1 174 83 657 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Jan. 17th, 1905. z 
IRELAND. 
Week ending Jan. 7, 1905 | es 1 1 | | 25 | 1 1 
1904 1 1 14 2 53 
Corresponding Week in 190% oe 8 ois 4 
19 1 22 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Castle Street), Dublin, Jan. 12th, 1905, 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


CoMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF RETURNS— 
SHeep Scas: Parasitic MANGE, IN IRELAND. 


Sheep Scab. 1904 1903 1902 1901 

Outbreaks in December 62 110 81 88 

» Twelve Months 486 655 613 545 
Parasitic Mange. 

Outbreaks in December 9 7 16 14 


» Twelve Months 162 195 161 #174 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons 


A special meeting of Council was held at 10, Red 
Lion ene W.C., on Wednesday, January 18th, 1905. | 
Mr. J. A. W. Dollar, President, occupied the chair, ‘and | 
the following members were present :—Messrs. Barrett, | 
Prof. M’Fadyean, McKinna, Prof. Penberthy, General | 
Thomson, Messrs. Villar and Wragg, and Mr. A. W. Hill, | 
secretary. 

On the motion of Mr. Barrett, seconded by Mr. 
McKinna, the minutes of the yp Meeting of Council 
held on the 6th inst. were taken as read, and on the 
motion of General Thomson, seconded by Prof. Penber- 
thy, they were confirmed. 


ALTERATION OF 


Prof. M’FapyEAN moved the confirmation of the 
alterations of bye-laws 52-55 passed at the Special Meet- 
ing of Council held on January 6th. 


(These alterations 


appear on pp. 458-9). 


Prof. PENBERTHY seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Prof. Penberthy, seconded by Mr. 
McKinna, a vote of thanks was passed to the President 
for presiding, which the President duly acknowledged. 


NORTH OF ENGLAND V.M.A. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Douglas Hotel, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, on Friday, Nov. 18th, 1904. The 
following members were present: Messrs. W. Hunter 
(President), H. Hunter, H. S. Elphick, W. Dotchin, 
and J. Davidson, Newcastle; A. Gofton, North Shields: 
F. Pickering, Hexham; J. W. Rider, Beamish; |: 
Forest Hall; G. M. Mitchell, G. R. Dudgeo, 
T. T. Jack, Sunderland; J. Aitken, Chester-le-Street; 
D. McGregor, Bedlington. 

The following visitors were present: Messrs. W. 
Croudace, T. S. Hunter, W. B. Devine, F. Brow? 
N. Cox, J. F. Rankin, J. P. Isherwood, and R. Ruther 
ford, F.R.C.V.S., Edinburgh. ‘ved 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were recelv’ 
from Captain McDougall and G. Craik. 

ry, Mr. G. R. Dudgeon kindly act 0 tem. 
Messrs. H. Hunter, Newcastle, T. T. 

Sunderland, were elected members of the Association. 
Messrs. T. S. HunTER, Newcastle, and J. B. DE 

Bedlington, were nominated for membership by 

President, and seconded by Mr. Mitchell. 


ELECTION oF OFFICERS. 


President.— Mr. W. Hunter was unanimously ™ 
elected. 


d 
| gus 
the 
pal 
} 
i ant 
Bo 
me 
Mc 
Mr 
hel 
clu 
( 
Wi 
eX 
or 
— tai 
De 
| me 
— > an 
mi 
ma 
bee 
Ti 
Jer 
th 
$01 
tel 
in 
«br 
sle 
| 
‘ th 
th 
en 
Wi 
ch 
m 

a 
al 


January 21,1905 | THE VETERINARY RECORD 465 


Vice-Presidents.—Messrs. Davidson and G. Craik. 

Auditors.—Messrs. Davidson and Hunter. 

Hon. Secretary.—Mr. E. R. Gibson was re-elected. 

The PRESIDENT, in feeling terms, referred to the loss 
sustained by the death of a member of the Association, 
the late Mr. A. Hunter. 

Mr. H. HunrER acknowledged the President’s sym- 
pathetic remarks. 

Mr. R. RurHerForD, F.R.C.V.S., gave an interesting 
and instructive address on “Some Diseases of the 
Bowels of the Horse.” 

A discussion followed, in which the following gentle- 
men took part: Messrs. W. Hunter, H. Hunter, D. 
McGregor, A. Gofton, G. M. Mitchell, G. Davidson, and 
J. B. Devine. 

A paper on “ Diseases and Injuries to the Foot,” by 
Mr. A. Gofton was, owing to the lateness of the hour, 
held over until a future meeting. 

Votes of thanks to the President and Essayists con- 
cluded a most successful meeting. 

E. R. Greson, Hon. Sec. 


Tubereular Problem. 


Cheshire County Council, at their Dairy Institute, 
Worleston, near Nantwich, are engaged in an interesting 
experiment, the object of which is to ascertain if butter 
or cheese made from the milk of tuberculous cows con- 
tain germs of the tubercle, and to what extent. Prof. 
Delépine, of Manchester, and Dr. Vacher, county 
medical officer for Chester, selected two suitable cows, 
and these were housed at the dairy institute and their 
milk kept completely separate. Butter and cheese were 

e from the ripened milk of each cow, and have 
been forwarded to Prof. Delépine for examination.— 7’he 
umes. 


Ireland’s Swine Fever Record. 


The year 1904 closed satisfactorily so far as the preva- 
ence of swine fever in Ireland was concerned. During 
the week ending the 31st December not a single fresh 
outbreak occurred and no animals were slaughtered as 
diseased or exposed to infection. And, in spite of this, 
some of our friends across the water are kind enough to 
tell us that the disease is still widespread and rampant 
nour country. During the same week 8 fresh out- 

“a9 occurred across the channel, and 37 pigs were 
slaughtered as diseased or exposed to infection. Com- 
ogee are not always odious! The past few months 
ae certainly witnessed a very marked diminution in 
pres Pore ed of outbreaks of the disease in Ireland, and 
po) otal number of animals slaughtered during the 
aa gs shows a decrease of over 160 as compared 
ee the corresponding aggregate for 1903. May the 
of 1905 witness an even more marked improve- 
ment.—The Farmers’ Gazette. 


REVIEW. 


TATPANOSOMES ET TRYPANOSOMIASES.—Par A. LEVERAN 
colou oe SNIL, with 61 figures in the text and one 
1904 red plate outside the text, pp. xi. and 418 ; 8vo., 

- (Publishers : Masson et Cie, Paris). 


This work is 

: on avery important subject that interests 
bpd every civilised nation in the world. It is on 
po x that interests not only the medical man but 

# Subject that especiall he veterinar, 
ro ‘ y appeals to the veterinary 
€sslon as the credit of collie the trypanosome as 


being the cause of disease is due to Dr. Griffiths Evans, 
Army Veterinary Department, and was afterwards con- 
tirmed by the late J. H. Steel, also of the A.V.D., and 
since by many workers both in human and veterinary 
medicine. Dr. Griffiths Evans published his discovery 
on December 3rd, 1880, which was contemporaneous 
with that of Laveran’s on the Heematozoa of Paludism. 
The former’s writings appear in 7'he Veterinary Journal 
of 1881, and Steel’s in the same journal of 1886. 

The authors open their volume by an introduction 
surveying the trypanosoma and the diseases caused by 
them, and the importance of their study as much to the 
medical man as the veterinary surgeon. 

In termination of this section they specially allude 
to the great help they have had from the labours of 
MM. Nocard and Vallée on this class of parasites and 
the diseases caused by them. They moreover address in 
it their sincere thanks to their devoted friend Nocard, 
an indefatigable worker, whose premature end is de- 
plored by the world. They also bestow praise on his 
successor at Alfort—-Professor Vallée. 

The text is divided into 16 chapters and ends by an 
appeadix. To give a general idea of the scope of this 
work we shall allude to each chapter in regular order. 

Chapter I. gives the history and an outline of the dis- 
tribution of trypanosomiases over the globe. 

The trypanosomes or trypanosoma belong to the class 
flagellata, a division of protozoa characterised by a fusi- 
form body more or less elongated, with, at the anterior 
extremity, a flagellum which extends the length of its 
body constituting the thickened border of an undula- 
tory membrane ; exceptionally there isa flagellum at each 
extremity. 

All the trypansomes known at the present time have 
for their normal habitat the blood of the vertebrata. 

Valentin, of Berne, in 1841, discovered the first try- 
panosoma in the blood of trout ; his studies were after- 
wards followed by those of Gluge, of Brussels ; Mayer, 
of Bonn ; and Gruby, of Paris, on the trypanosomes of 
the frog. 

Gruby created the name of trypanosoma. 

Chapter IT. deals with the method to study the 
trypanosomes in the fresh state, by colouration, by pre- 
servation én vitro and culture, and by inoculation. 

Chapter II]. treats upon the comparative study of 
trypanosomes. This is sub-divided into sections. The 
first deals with the general and comparative morphology. 
An adult trypanosome has a more or less spindle-like 
protoplasmic body ; in the interior of the body are two 
chromatic masses, the smaller one generally having a 
posterior position is described as the centro-some, the 
other or larger being almost always central is the nucleus. 
From the centrosome a folded membrane, which borders 
the protoplasmic body takes its origin and is called the 
undulating membrane, its thick border is generally pro- 
longed anteriorly by a free part termed the flagellum. 

(To be continued. ) 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


RE ANTHRAX. 
Sir, 

As Veterinary Inspector for the Thornton district, 
where the butcher Southworth died, I should like to notify 
in your next issue that 1 was not present at the inquest held 
on Southworth, and that the carcase was buried on the 
advice of the Medical Officer of Health. I did not see the 
carcase myself at all. Thanking you in anticipation, yours 


faithfully, 
Gero. Hurcuinson, M.R.C.V.8, 


Poulton-le-Fylde, Jan, 11th, 
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THE A.V.D. UP TO DATE. 
Sir, 

In your last issue “ Vigilant '’ very properly draws atten- 
tion to the insertion of the thin end of the wedge “ which 
is destined to shove veterinary surgeons into obscurity ”’ 
in the Army. If ‘‘ Vigilant ’’ knew all the facts he would 
poston find that considerably more than the thin end of 

lhe wedge has been inserted. In fact, the Army Veteri- 
nary Department is being gradually absorbed by the Re- 
mount Department, and its officers are being systematic- 
ally thrust backwards towards obscurity. This is the 
neral trend of affairs and it would behove us to see to it 
fore it is too late. 

We have recently been granted a new Warrant which un- 
doubtedly gives us advantages ; but while the War Office is 
giving with one hand it is insidiously taking away with the 
other. Was the new Warrant given as a sop to blind us to 
the retrograde processes taking place in the position of the 
A.V.D. at Headquarters? Until recently the Headquarters 
staft of the A.V.D. at the War Office consisted of a Director- 
General and a Deputy D.G. Now (Army List, Jan., 1905) 
there is no Deputy D.G. That position has apparently 
ceased to exist, and what does that mean? It means in 
addition to the loss of an important position to members of 
the profession, that there is no officer in training at the War 
office who would be capable of taking up the duties of the 
D.G. if called upon at short notice, and consequently there 
would be disorganisation which would reflect great discredit 
upon the Department. During the late war it was found 
that the Headquarters’ Staft of the A.V.D. was too small to 
cope with the amount of work it was called upon to perform. 
What is the remedy applied? Reduction ! ! - 

The new Army Order, dated Jan. 6, 1905, also furnishes 
food for reflection. Appendix F shows “ The distribution 
of Staff duties in peace.’’ In the Adjutant-General’s branch 
we see “‘ Medical services and sanitation.’’ In the Quarter- 
master-General’s branch we see “ Veterinary questions,’’ 
not “ Veterinary services '’ Why is this invidious distinc- 
tion made? Appendix E shows “ The distribution of Staff 
duties in the field,’’ i.e., in time of war. Under the 
Adjutant-General’s branch we find the Hospital and Medi- 
cal arrangements, and we turn to the Quartermaster- 
General's branch for the Veterinary arrangements,’’: but 
fail to find any mention whatever of the existence ‘of a 
veterinary service. We do find tbe heading ‘‘ Remounts,”’ 
and suppose the A.V.D. must be included in that since on 
referring to the Department of the Quartermaster-General 
in the Army List, we find that the Director-General of the 
A.V.D. is placed under the control of the Director of 
Transport and Remounts. Is this the adequate recognition 
we asked for? Again, I say the A.V.D. is being gradually 
but systematically elbowed out by the Remount Depart- 
ment, which consists entirely of combatant officers, many of 
whom have proved failures in their own sphere. Is it to be 
expected that any body of self-respecting professional men 
should sit still and watch this process, especially since the 
members of the service are not allowed any voice whatever 
in the matter ? 

Appendix H of the Army Order will speak for itself :— 


Remounts accredited to the command, should be communi- 
cated with by the unit concerned, and he will be responsible 
for deciding whether any of the horses can be suitably 
utilised elsewhere, or taken into a remount depét for rest 
and further treatment ’’ (the italics are mine). Is the pro- 
fessional man to have his verdict in such a case over-ridden 
by alayman? Surely the veterinary officer is the one most 
qualified to decide whether or not a horse is likely to be 
benefitted by ‘‘ rest and further treatment,’’ and not the 
Assist.-Inspector of Remounts. If not, then his whole pro- 
fessional training is useless and his employment is a needless 
expense since his professional duties are to be performed by 
a combatant officer. 

The Remount Department supplies the horses to the 
Army. Its officers are the purchasing agents, and as such 
should they be allowed to adjudicate on their own purchases? 
The arrangement is most satisfactory for the Remount De. 
partment, but is it an economical one for the British tax. 
payer. During the South African war we heard a great 
deal about a remount scandal—an enquiry was held and 
evidence taken chiefly from the very men on whom the 
enquiry should have been held. What was the result? A 
whitewashing of the Remount Department at the expense of 
the A.V.D.! This was the return given to the Army 
Veterinary Department who dry-nursed Remount officers 
purchasing horses in different countries during the war. Is 
this profession wiiling to allow an organisation to come into 
force which will ensure a similar thing ‘happening in our 
next great war? The Remount Department will most cer- 
tainly fail if itremains officered as at present, and when the 
failure occurs the A.V.D. will just as certainly be again the 
scapegoats. 

Paragraph 853 of the “King’s Regulations and Orders’ 
reads :—‘‘ To ensure minute inspection as to the fitting of 
saddlery, and the soundness, health. general condition, 
and shoeing of all horses, they are to be inspected by com 
manding officers of units at a horse parade with stripped 
saddles once a week during the drill season, when theit 
Army numbers should be verified. The veterinary officer 
will be present at this inspection.’’ (Again the italics are 
mine). Why is the veterinary officer not responsible for the 
inspection with regard to soundness and health etc. m & 
same way that the medical officer is in the case of the men‘ 
No doubt he does the work and is in reality responsible. 
But if so why does he not get the credit for his work ? This 
brings me to another spot where the shoe pinches. Any 
credit due to the labours of the A.V.D. is rapidly assumed 
by other departments, but if there is any blame to be attach: 
ed the A.V.D. has to bear the brunt of it. sill 

Seeing the trend of affairs, this gradual suppression 0 
veterinary authority, etc., it would be advisable for aspirants 
to the A-V.D. to carefully consider what their position * 
likely to be if the things are allowed to goon. _ ch 

I trust, sir, that you will forgive me trespassing so mU os 
on your valuable space, and that you will agree with! 
that the subject is of great importance and requires bringing 
before the authorities. ee 

In conclusion, I would join hands with ‘* Vigilant os 
say ‘Let, then, our worthy President and Council 


Appendix H. Distribution of Administrative Officers in a Command. 
Major-General (or Brigadier), i.¢., Administration. 


| | | 
Assist : Adjt.- Assist: Q.M. Chief Principal Chief ; 
General. General. Engineer. Med: Officer. Accountant. 

: 
Assist : Direc : of Assist : Assist: Dir; of Assist: Dir: of Prin: Vety: 

Ord ; Stores. Barrack Officer. Supplies & Trans ; Remounts. Officer. 
Is it not an anomalous position for the Principal Veteri- { timely warning and be prepared to commence the struggle 


nary Officer to occupy, when he can only communicate 
with the Major-General, i.e., administration, through the 
Assistant Quartermaster-General ? 

I next turn to the ‘‘ King’s Regulations and Orders for 
the Army,’’ and there find gratuitous insults which make 
me positively blush with indignation. Para: 835 contains 
the following 

** Before cast horses, other than those to be immediately 
destroyed, are finally disposed of, the Assist.-Inspector of 


upon which may depend our very existence.’’ SCRUTATOF 


Sir, 

Your correspondent ‘* Vigilant’’ deserves os 
thanks of all interested in the welfare of the ve’. 4) 
profession for calling attention to the present 
condition of the A.V.D. 


Mex Seas 
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In the old days a regiment had its veterinary’surgeon, and 
the Colonel of the regiment was his Commanding Officer. 
This system undoubtedly had its drawbacks, and the forma- 
tion of an independent department in 1878 remedied many 


of them. A succession of capable P.V.O. at Headquarters 


enabled many old traditions to be swept away, and the 
result was a much improved position for the Army veteri- 
nary surgeon, and the certainty of having his position up- 
held on appeal to the head of his department. 

The necessity for substantive rank became a crying one, 
and the Royal Warrant of 1897 granted this. In the mean- 
time the expense of educating the veterinary surgeon and 
the better position in which the profession generally found 
itself, made an increase of pay etc. necessary, and this was 
recognised and granted by the authorities. A further agita- 
tion and the rejection of all candidates presenting them- 
selves for admission to the A.V.D. resulted in a New War 
rant which was issued in 1903. 

Now what does this new Warrant grant? Combatant 
rank, a considerable increase in pay and pension of the 
D.G. and D.D.G. (an office which I hear is already doom- 
ed); advantages to administrative officers and also to the 
junior executive officers ; but have these juniors grasped the 
fact that the administrative officers already appointed can 
continue to serve for, on an average, 104 years longer, and 
that a Major of the A.V.D. can now be compulsorily retired 
when he completes 28 years service? This considerably 
modifies the apparent advantages! Besides this, there 
is now much more foreign service required than hitherto. 
Had compulsory retirement after five years as a Lieut.-Col. 
or after three years as a Colonel been introduced, it would 
_ been beneficial to all serving, instead of favouring a 

ew. 

But this is not all, the A.V.D. is now under the Remount 
Department; the D.G.A.V.D. (in spite of the rank of 
Major-General) is subordinate to the Director of Remounts 
and a remount officer making an inspection is allowed to 
dictate to the veterinary officer as to the treatment of sick 
horses and to order reports on the treatment to be for- 
warded tohim. This is bad enough when the remount 
officer is holding senior rank, but when a very junior re- 
mount officer is encouraged todo the same, it is indeed, as 
“ Vigilant ’’ remarks, the thin end of the wedge. 

Under the Warrant of Oct, 1903, a veterinary corps was 
to be formed, veterinary hospitals were to be organised, 
and the whole to be worked by officers of the A.V.D. 
Where is this Corps, and where are the hospitals? I am 
afraid some startling disclosure would be made if these 
matters were gone into; and were we, at the present 
moment, drawn into a war, we should not find our veteri- 
nary services in one whit better condition than at the out- 
break of the S. African war in 1899. 

The Army List discloses the fact that veterinary officers 
are still posted to regiments as in the “ seventies,’’ and they 
carry on their duties in exactly the same manner, are 
ped the Commanding Officer as hitherto, and have to 
‘depend on the regimental authorities for their working 
staffs. Under these circumstances it is rather difficult to 
understand where is the benefit derived from combatant 
= for the disciplinary power of the V.O. is absolutely 
word — veterinary corps and veterinary hospitals might 
ae become un fait accompli. within six or nine 
Senthe of the issue of the Warrant, but the only action 

Pparently taken in the matter was to gather statistics 
ane Africa (a good example to work upon!) and the 

me 1S now apparent : the veterinary work is subordinate 
Bemount Department, and every officer who has 
voters the school at Aldershot or ‘elsewhere (advanced 
at Salieh mstruction is already giyen to the cavalry class 
advice, ty) Will before long consider himself competent to 
dale = veterinary matters, and the M.R.C.V.S. will 
of ually but surely be ousted, as he has been at the Board 
culture. 
io nermnage. / profession may have advanced as far as 
Siete members are concerned, but the unfortunate 
officers 8 of the A.V.D. now have more commanding 
vddes and less independent positions than they had 10 
the oe and the hardship of it is, that they have only 
; 8 of their own department to thank for their 
anomalous position. 


Col. Long replaced the P.V.O. in S. Africa, and the 
Director of Remounts under the new scheme of Army 
Reform replaces the D.G.A.V.D. at home, and yet we are 
“advancing’’ and have been granted rank and increased 
pensions for those who can “knuckle under’’ long enough 
to earnthem! Who can imagine the A.V.D.as a ‘‘ hanger 
on’’ to the Remount Department ? 

The Army veterinary surgeon is gradually reverting to 
his former lowly position instead of going forward as was 
hoped for by ‘“*ONLOOKER.”’ 


“THE VETERINARY SURGEON AS A 
HORSEMAN.”’ 

Sir, 
I think ‘‘ Shanks’ Mare’’ must have misconstrued my 
letter on the above subject. I quite agree with him that 
there is just as much difference of opinion amongst veteri- 
nary surgeons who ride horses to test their wind as amongst 
those who adopt other means, and therefore I must differ 
with his first observation ‘‘ that one would imagine after a 
perusal of my letter that if horses were examined by veteri- 
nary surgeons who were horsemen these unfortunate 
differences of opinion with reference to the soundness or 
otherwise of the wind would cease to occur,’’ but my 
observation on this point is that the horseman will have a 
distinct advantage in the test as compared with the man on 
foot, at any rate in the case of a hunter. 

‘* Shanks’ Mare’’ wishes to know if I seriously contend 
that in the case of a partly trained green four-year-old, the 
veterinary surgeon should risk his neck by mounting the 
animal, or in the case of valuable colts that have never been 
saddled? I have not suggested that it should be so, and if 
“Shanks’ Mare ’’ will re-read my letter he will see that I 
say it is by no means necessary in every case to be on a 
horse’s back to hear him. Perhaps ‘‘ Shanks’ Mare’”’ has 
been misled by the misprint in the letter (corrected in last 
Saturday’s Veterinary Record) in which I refer to a ‘‘ keen ”’ 
horse and not a ‘‘ rein ’’ horse. 

I still hold to my opinion that it must be a humiliating 
position for a veterinary surgeon to have to ask a groom to 
gallop a horse for him, he knowing that he is unable to 
ride, unless it be due to any infirmity, and ‘Shanks’ ”’ 
point in that case is, that this being so there must be a 
very large number of veterinary surgeons in this position, 
in this I also agree with him, but two blacks do not make a 
white, and I fail to see that such a position should be any 
less humiliating because numbers are concerned in it. He 
further adds—‘‘ What a large number of incorrect opinions 
must be given!’’ In reply to this quotation I will ask him 
a question : Are we, as a profession, infallible, and does it 
follow that because any one of us gives his honest opinion it 
must of necessity be a right one? Naturally a man thinks 
his opinion is the right one and he sticks up for it, but I 
certainly think that the correctness or otherwise of an 
opinion in such a case might be more evenly balanced if the 
horse were taken in hand by the tester himself, but even 
then we have the old adage to contend against, viz., 

‘*The man convinced against his will 
Is of the same opinion still.”’ | 

“Shanks’ Mare’’ now becomes satirlcal, and says that 
what he is pleased to describe as the “horsey element’’ 
combined with bluff, etc., is a valuable aid in securing 
practice, and that the opinions under such circumstances 
are truly remarkable; but is this so-called game of bluff 
and remarkable opinions confined exclusively to the 
“horsey element ’’? Are the “‘ unmounted section ’’ incap- 
able of bluff and rapid diagnosis? I presume from the sig- 
nature that he is a non-riding man, and, as such, he does 
not attribute the importance to it that other people do, but 
let him look at the subject from both sides. It not infre- 
quently happens that a veterinary surgeon is asked to 
undertake the duties of judge at a horse show, and I will 
ask “ Shanks’ mare’ how he proposes to judge the quali- 
fications of a hack for a prize unless he rides him ? 

I sincerely hope that he will not class me as one of “ the 
sporting practitioners who foster the prevalent idea that a 
veterinary surgeon who is not a horseman is, to say the 
least of it, rather deficient in practical work, especially ‘so 
in examinations as to soundness.’’ I feel sure no fair- 
minded person would make the accusation that a veterinary 
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surgeon is inefficient in practical work because he cannot 
ride. I trust ‘Shanks’ Mare’’ will not misconstrue my 
remarks. I suggest that the education of a veterinary stu 
dent is incomplete unless he can ride ; at his stable manage- 
ment examination he is asked to piece together straps and 
saddlery and harness that has been pulled to pieces for his 
benefit, a duty which, under under ordinary circumstances, 
would be the work of a groom to adjust, whilst an import- 
ant subject like horsemanship which cannot be relegated to 
a groom is never given a thought to, and one the know- 
ledge of which will be of the utmost importance to him in 
his professional career—not, as ‘Shanks’ Mare ’’ suggests, 
as a means for bluff and rapid diagnosis, perhaps at the 
expense of his brother practitioner, but, for one thing, if for 
nothing else, to demonsirate to his client that he is 
thoroughly at home with the animal he is consulted 


* Mare’’ has introduced the subject of the 
“seller,’’ whom he considers takes the view that opinions 
on conformation, paces, etc., are not within the veterinary 
surgeon’s sphere: this is a question that will be answered 
differently by different persons. I am assuming that a 
veterinary surgeon examines a horse and gives his bona- 
Jide opinion to a client irrespective of the feelings of the 
seller, but endeavouring to do justice to both parties, and 
surely if a client asks him to express an opinion on the con- 
formation or paces of a horse he is not to withhold that in- 
formation for fear of hurting ihe feelings of the seller? 
Naturally a seller thinks, or would endeavour to make a 
credulous purchaser believe, that his horse is perfect in 
every way, and unless a veterinary surgeon is asked further 
questions he invariably confines his remarks to the sound- 
ness or otherwise of an animal, but in the case of a client 
not being sufficiently versed in horse matters to appreciate 
these things for himself, or in the case of its being perhaps 
not convenient for him to see the horse himself, surely his 
veterinary surgeon should be in a position to give as reliable 
an opinion on these points ason soundness. Why should a 
client find it necessary to have one man to advise him on 
soundness and another on conformation and paces. etc., if 
one man when his education is completed is capable of ad- 
vising him on both points ? 

I hope ‘Shanks’ Mare’’ wiil not consider I have unduly 
criticised his remarks in replying at this length, but I think 
he has misconstrued the object of my letter.—Yours faith- 
fully, F.R.C.V.S. 


Sir, 
I noticed in your paper of 7th inst. a letter by 
“F.R.C.V.S.”" on the deficiency of good horsemanship 
among veterinary surgeons. 

Now, I don’t intend to discuss the subject from the point 
of view of “F.R.C.V.S.’’, but rather from that of a student. 
In his letter ““F.R.C.V.S.”’ suggests that riding should form 
part of a student’s education, Does he not think that there 
is enough shoved into the 4 years course already without 
adding any such idiotic subjects. If any more subjects are 
to be included in our curriculum let it at least be something 
more necessary to our education as professional medical men. 
A man can learn to ride before or after his college days, or 
during his vacations. There are a dozen subjects bearing 
on the Scientific, Commercial or Legal aspects of our pro- 
fession which are either not taught at all or are so only in a 
very superficial manner at College. Let us look to these 
first. 

Good horsemanship is # very nice accomplishment and 
may prevent such men as “F.R.C.V.S.”’ from being “ hu- 
miliated ’’ and gain for him a chorus of approving remarks 
from grooms and horsey-men standing around, but will not 
help much towards attaining that standard of proficiency 
which we have been, and still are striving to attain. 

In conclusion let me assure “F.R.C.V.S.”’ that I do not 
answer his communication thus because I am “hit,” as he 
so impertinently remarks, nor yet is my “righteous ire ’’ 
aroused by any inability on my part to mount and ride a 
horse, but simply because I don’t like to see the patient 
plodding student being imposed upon. : 


DISTEMPER. 
Sir, 


I am afraid I have hurt the feelings of your able and fre- 
quent contributor, Mr. Gladstone Mayall. by sending him 
an annotated reprint of my paper, ‘On Immunisation,’’ and 
if my surmise be correct I offer him my humble apology. 
I meant well, but afraid I have been misunderstood. 

However, in reply to his statement of facts, I may say 
I don’t dispute it as far as it goes. Butif he will only care- 
fully peruse a former paper (On the Etiology and some of the 
Phases of Canine Distemper, which appeared in The Veteri- 
nary Record, Dec. 19, 1903) by me he will very probably 
find that he has misinterpreted my views in the matter. 

There is one question I should like to ask Mr. Mayall, 
who has evidently given some attention to this subject, 
and that is—How did he discover the absence of eruption 
or any other phenomenon before he was called in to see his 
isolated, far advanced cases?—I am, sir, yours faithfully, 

Henry Gray. 

23 Upper Phillimore Place, W. 


DISEASES OF POULTRY. 
Sir, 

Re the above subject, in reply to ‘‘Not Taught at Col- 
lege’’ and your answer to his query, without any desire to 
be thought egotistical, I may state that the first edition of 
my little work on “ The Diseases of Poultry, their Causes, 
Symptoms, and Treatment’’ was published in 1884, being 
previously sold in the MS. to the late Dr. Alex. Comyns, 
the then Editor of Poultry. Subsequently I revised and 
considerably enlarged this work for the present holder of 
the copyright, and which is still advertised and published 
at the office of Feathered World, 9, Arundel Street, Strand, 
and frequently quoted from in avine matters.—Yours 
faithfully, 
Wooprorre Hu, F.R.C.V.S. 


UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT. 


Dear Sir, ; 

I enclose for your inspection (and comment, if you feel 
disposed) a billhead which accidentally came into my hands 
a few daysago. We hear much of our equality with the 
sister profession of human medicine and surgery, but 
wonder what would be thought or said, and done (0, & 
member of that same sister profession who dared to orna- 
ment his professional paper of any sort in & § 
manner ? 

I would not so far insult the sister profession as to eA 
gest that a member of it would so far demean himself, bu 
I do feel strongly that if we, veterinary surgeons, 4s & a 
fession are ever to attain that position, professionally ani 
socially, which shall satisfy the amour propre of those 
who talk and think so much of the advancing strides -_ 
by the profession ; we must, individually and collective y 
“sit on’’ and suppress by any means in our power the 0 
hibition of such productions as I now enclose. Have | . 
made these great strides? and where is the Registration 
Committee? This is the kind of heading one would 
pect to see used by a “ milk vendor or “pork bute 
but not, I venture to assert, and in this I think you, 4 to 
will bear me out, such as should be used, nay, be allawe 
be used, by a duly qualified M.R.C.V.S.—a “ professio 
man ’’—in this year of Grace, 1905.— Yours faithfully, 

Gro. D. Marts: 


Streatham, Jan. 16th. ae 


— 


d 

CoMMUNICATIONS AND RECEIVED.—Messts- W. Boy 
Gardner, A.P.Logan, A.W.Hill, 
H.C. Wilkie, G. Dunstan, J. Share Jones, E 


Burroughs, Welcome & Co. ‘‘ Onlooker,”’ 

‘*Fluidum.”’ F.R.C.V.S. -, Nett 
Report 1904: Div. of Vet. Science: Dept. of A9™ 5... 

Zealand. Yorkshire Telegraph and Star, The Evenind 
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